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IN THE CLAIMS : 

1. (Currently Amended) A system for interfacing between signaling protocols, 
comprising: 

a gateway having a first interface for communicating with a Class 5 Softswitch 
and that is operable to receive , from the Class 5 Softswitch, signaling information in 
a media gateway and call session control format ; and 

the gateway operable to convert the signaling information received from the 
Class 5 Softswitch in the media gateway and call session control format to signaling 
information in a broadband loop emulation service (BLES) signaling protocol format, 
the gateway having a second interface for communicating the signaling information 
in the BLES protocol format over a BLES network , the gateway operable to provide 
services over the BLES network including dial tone generation, hook flash detection, 
caller identification generation, digit collection, call progress tones, and tone 
detection capabilities, wherein the gat e way d e t e rm i n e s wh i ch of th e capab ili t ie s to 
perform from Class 5 Softswitch instructs the gateway as to which of the services to 
provide over the BLES network via the signaling information in the media gateway 
and call session control format, wherein the gateway provides the services over the 
BLES network as instructed by the Class 5 Softswitch, and wherein the media 
gateway and call session control format is a format usable by a media gateway 
controller to control a media gateway . 

2. (Original) The system of Claim I, wherein the gateway is operable to receive 
signaling information in the broadband loop emulation service signaling protocol, the 
gateway being operable to convert the broadband loop emulation service signaling 
protocol to the media gateway and call session control format. 

3. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 2, wherein the gateway is operable to 
provide the signaling information in the media gateway and call session control 
format to [[a]] the Class 5 Softswitch. 
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4. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim I, wherein the media gateway and call 
session control format follows any of a SGCP, MGCP, H.248, SIP, and H.323 
standard. 

5. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1 , wherein tho gateway i s oporab l o to 
r e c ei v e th e s i gna li ng i nformat i on from a C l ass 5 Softsw i tch, the gateway is operable 
to receive voice signals from a public switched telephone network, the gateway is 
operable to place the voice signals into data packets for transfer to an Internet 
Protocol network with the signaling information to establish a call connection from a 
public switched telephone network user to an Internet Protocol network user and 
eliminate direct coupling of the Class 5 Softswitch to the Internet protocol network. 

6. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 5, wherein the data packets and the 
signaling information are transferred over a common physical link. 

7. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 5, wherein data packets and the 
signaling information are transferred over separate logical links. 

8. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 5, wherein the Internet Protocol 
network has no link to the Class 5 Softswitch other than through the gateway. 

9. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1 , furth e r compr i s i ng: a wherein the 
Class 5 Softswitch is operable to receive signaling information in a network signaling 
format, the Class 5 Softswitch is operable to convert the network signaling format to 
the media gateway and call session control format, the Class 5 Softswitch is 
operable to control incoming call requests from a network through the gateway 
according to the signaling information. 

10. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 9, wherein the network signaling 
format is any of a SS7 and C7 signaling format. 



-3- 



Serial No. 09/685,274 

1 1 . (Original) The system of Claim 9, wherein the gateway is operable to provide 
signaling information to the Class 5 Softswitch in the media gateway and call 
session control format, the Class 5 Softswitch operable to convert the media 
gateway and call session control format to the network signaling format. 

1 2. (Original) The system of Claim 1 , wherein the broadband loop emulation services 
signaling protocol implements a channel associated signaling format. 

1 3. (Original) The system of Claim 1 , wherein the broadband loop emulation services 
signaling protocol implements a common channel signaling standard. 

14. (Currently Amended) A method for interfacing between signaling protocols, 
comprising: 

at a gateway: 

receiving signaling information in a media gateway and call session control 
format from a Class 5 Softswitch; 

converting the signaling information received from the Class 5 Softswitch in 
the media gateway and call session control format to signaling information in a 
broadband loop emulation service signaling protocol format and providing the 
signaling information in the BLES signaling protocol format over a BLES network ; 

providing capabilities for services over the BLES network including dial tone 
generation, hook flash detection, caller identification generation, digit collection, call 
progress tones, and tone detection capabilities; and 

determining which of the capab ili t i es services the gateway is to perform in 
response to instructions received from the Class 5 Softswitch through the signaling 
information in the media gateway and call session control format and providing the 
services over the BLES network as instructed by the Class 5 Softswitch and wherein 
the media gateway and call session control format is a format usable by a media 
gateway controller to control a media gateway . 
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1 5. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1 4, wherein the media gateway and 
call session control format follows any of a MGCP, SGCP, H.248, SIP, and H.323 
standard. 

16. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 14, further comprising: 
receiving voice signals from a public switched telephone network; 

placing the voice signals into data packets for transfer to an Internet Protocol 
network with the signaling information to establish a call connection from a public 
switched telephone network user to an Internet Protocol network user and eliminate 
direct coupling of the Class 5 Softswitch to the Internet protocol network. 

1 7. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1 6, wherein the data packets and the 
signaling information are transferred over either a common physical link or separate 
logical links. 

18. (Original) The method of Claim 14, further comprising: 

providing the broadband loop emulation service signaling protocol to an 
integrated access device at a customer premises. 

1 9. (Original) The method of Claim 1 4, wherein the broadband loop emulation services 
signaling protocol implements a channel associated signaling format. 

20. (Original) The method of Claim 1 4, wherein the broadband loop emulation services 
signaling protocol implements a common channel signaling standard. 

21 . (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium i nc l ud i ng cod e for i nt e rfac i ng 
botwoon s i gna li ng protoco l s, tho codo oporab l o to having stored thereon executable 
instructions that when executed by a processor of a computer control the computer 
to perform steps comprising : 

at a gateway: 
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roco i vo receiving signaling information in a media gateway and call session 
control format from a Class 5 Softswitch; 

convert converting the signaling information received from the Class 5 
Softswitch in the media gateway and call session control format to signaling 
information in a broadband loop emulation service BLES signaling protocol format ; 

providing the signaling information in the BLES signaling protocol format over 
a BLES network; 

provide providing capabilities for services over the BLES network including 
dial tone generation, hook flash detection, caller identification generation, digit 
collection, call progress tones, and tone detection capabilities; and 

dotorm i no determining which of the capab ili t i es services the gateway is to 
p e rform provide over the BLES network in response to instructions received from 
the Class 5 Softswitch through the signaling information in the media and call 
session control format and providing the services over the BLES network as 
instructed by the Class 5 Softswitch and wherein the media gateway and call 
session control format is a format usable by a media gateway controller to control a 
media gateway . 

22. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of Claim 21, whoro i n tho 
codo i s further oporab l o to comprising : 

roeewe receiving signaling information in a network signaling format; 

conv e rt converting the network signaling format to the media gateway and 
call session control format; 

contro l controlling incoming call requests from a network through the gateway 
according to the signaling information. 

23. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of Claim 22, whoro i n tho 
codo i s further oporab l o to comprising : 

provide providing signaling information to the Class 5 Softswitch in the media 
gateway and call session control format; and 
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convert converting the media gateway and call session control format to the 
network signaling format. 

24. (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium of Claim 21 , wherein the 
media gateway and call session control format follows any of a MGCP, SGCP, 
H.248, SIP, and H.323 standard. 

25. (Currently Amended) The m e thod computer readable medium of Claim 21 , wh e r ei n 
tho codo i s further oporab l o to comprising : 

r e c ei v e receiving voice signals from a public switched telephone network; 

p l ace placing the voice signals into data packets for transfer to an Internet 
Protocol network with the signaling information to establish a call connection from a 
public switched telephone network user to an Internet Protocol network user and 
eliminate direct coupling of the Class 5 Softswitch to the Internet protocol network. 

[[24.]] 26. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of Claim 23, wherein 
the data packets and the signaling information in the media gateway and call 
session control format are transferred over either a common physical link or 
separate logical links. 
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